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Midianites particularly ""reduced them to extreme
straits, taking away all the produce of the earth. Two
Israelite leaders, Gidean and Jerubbaal, are particu-
larly recorded as having given reprisals to the Midianite
raiders.

The kingdom of Edom, between the Dead Sea and
the Gulf of Akaba, perhaps of the Aramaean origin,
was fast developing into a powerful state. It had
inflicted a severe defeat upon the Midianites in the
territory of Moab during the reign of Hadad I. Moab,
Ammon and Edon made a common cause against the
Israelites and off and on attacked their territory.

A kingship had begun taking shape among the
Israelites ana Abimelech, son of Jerubbaal, seems to
have attempted to rule part of Israel definitely as a
king. The result was a revolt and civil war. Shechem,
the city of the tyrant, was burnt and he was killed at
Thebez,

The Philistine invasion had come about 1080 B.C.
The victory over the Israelites in the battle of Eben-
ha-ezer was complete. It annihilated the Israelite
army and the sacred ark of Yahweh was captured.
The resistance was broken. Garrisons were placed
at numerous places to guard against the risings of
Israelites. For half a century the grip of Philistine
over Israelites was secure.

Samuel, the prophet, who hated all those who
worshipped other gods than Yahweh, could not excuse
the Philistines for the insult they had done to the Israeli-
tish sanctuary even after they had restored the ark.
He nurtured a religious revolt with Saul as its leader.
Saul's kingdom of Israel was the result. Samuel,
, had never wished to establish an independent
ip. His idea was to make of Saul a great leader
be subservient to him after war., But
play the second fiddle to Samuel. The

